
With everyone involved in the design and construction of buildings 
thinking more about the environment these days, one of the most 
obvious and best ways to be “green” is sometimes overlooked.  
Reusing or “re-purposing” an obsolete existing structure not only 
helps the environment, but also helps to revitalize older 
neighborhoods and business areas.  FH Martin has a long 
history of renovating or reconstructing existing buildings for 
new purposes, including these three recent examples:

Plum Market, Ann Arbor, MI
FH Martin completed construction of the second Plum 
Market - located in Ann Arbor - in early 2008 (the first 
is located in Bloomfield Township, and also was built by 
FH Martin). Plum Market is a specialty grocery store 
committed to sourcing the highest quality organic, local, 
natural and specialty products available. The Ann Arbor 
store is located in the existing Maple Village Shopping 
Center, an older center on the west side of Ann Arbor.  The 
entire center is undergoing a re-birth under the ownership 
of Centro Properties Group, and the new Plum Market has been a key part of that revival.  

The space in which the Plum Market was constructed had housed a multi-screen movie theater 
along with several retail shops and restaurants in front of the theatre building.  The building had been 
constructed, renovated and added on to many different times over a long time span.  Consequently, 

there were inconsistent structural components, different roof heights, 
different floor levels, and several load bearing masonry walls - none 
of which was very conducive to the construction of a new contiguous 
retail space.

However, through creative design and engineering, careful planning, 
and solid execution, the end result is a very interesting 35,000 SF 
store with an open market feel.  The project architect, Victor Saroki 
& Associates Architects, created a design that used the quirks of 
the structure to its advantage.  For example, where a substantial load 
bearing and partially exterior masonry wall was removed, new trans-
lucent panels were installed to allow natural light to come in from the 
space between the low and high roof lines.  

The design also leaves many “construction materials” exposed, pro-
viding added interest to the space.  The entire sales floor is exposed 
aggregate polished concrete, and building support systems such as 

HVAC include exposed galvanized spiral ductwork. There is a completely 
exposed structure throughout the sales floor, and many “raw” construction 
materials such as steel, block, brick and metal studs are left in view of the 
customer. The store also features a wine cellar constructed of steel and 
glass, an old-style circular pizza oven constructed of tile, and a café with a 
seating area for casual dine-in options. 

“There were significant challenges involved with reconstructing an old 
building like this, as compared to building a new structure,” said FH Martin Project Superintendent Bob 

The real estate 
and construction 
industry is facing 
some difficult and 
unique challenges 
in the current 
economy. On the 
one hand, several 
factors have caused the cost 
of many building materials to 
increase dramatically. On the 
other hand, the credit crunch 
and generally slowing domestic 
economy have caused a decline 
in market value of many types of 
real estate, including commercial 
buildings. In other words, it may 
cost more to build a new building 
than it did last year, but when 
completed, the building may be 
valued less than it would have a 
year or two ago.

Don’t get me wrong - there are 
still plenty of valid reasons for 
building new buildings in today’s 
market! But in some cases, 
our clients are finding that the 
solution to the dilemma posed 
above is to “re-use” or “re-
purpose” an existing building. 
The decline in the real estate 
market can lead to bargains for 
buyers of existing buildings.  And 
since the “shell” of an existing 
building is already constructed, 
we can often save substantially 
on some of the big ticket items 
that go into a new building, 
including some of the items that 
have increased so much in price.  

When the project requires major 
changes to the building, re-use 
may not initially seem to be 
cost effective. However, a more 
thorough study of the complete 
project may reveal less obvious 
savings. For one, reusing the 
existing utility infrastructure may 
result in significant savings.  As 
another example, an existing 
structure may not be subject 
to the same engineering 
requirements as a new building 
(such as underground storm 
water detention).
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Pictured above: Before and after photos of 
the entrance to the Ann Arbor Plum Market.

FH Martin is Excited About the 
Following New Projects 
Roseville Office Centre - Roseville, MI: Construction Manager for the renovation of a former car dealership 
building into a medical office building. Also, interior build-out of the space, which will be used as medical offices 
by Mount Clemens Regional Medical Center.

Oakwood Rotunda Center - Dearborn, MI: Renovation of a former daycare center into a training, physical 
therapy and rehabilitation center for Oakwood Healthcare System.

Menards - Ontario, Massillon & Sandusky, OH: New construction of three 160,000 SF home improvement 
stores, each with a 25,000 SF warehouse in the back. The Ontario, Massillon and Sandusky stores mark the 
4th, 5th and 6th stores that FH Martin has built for Menards.

Brooklyn Presbyterian Church - Brooklyn, MI: Construction Manager for a two-story, 8,000 SF addition, with 
basement, to this existing church. Also, renovation of approximately 2,500 SF of the existing building.

Lakewood Office Plaza - Mount Clemens Regional Medical Center - Sterling Heights, MI: Interior build-out 
of a 3,500 SF medical office building.

Chase Bank - White Lake Township, Hartland Township & Macomb Township, MI: New construction of three new 4,000 SF banking 
centers for JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

Kroger - Macomb Township and Grosse Pointe Woods, MI: New construction of a 70,000 SF Kroger store at 26 Mile Road and Romeo 
Plank Road, and conversion of an existing Kroger store in Grosse Pointe Woods to a Kroger Fresh Fare. These projects mark the 
35th and 36th Kroger stores that FH Martin has built or renovated.

Macomb Park Retail - Macomb Township, MI: General Contractor for the construction of a 40,000 SF multi-tenant retail center, 
adjacent to the Kroger store at 26 Mile Road and Romeo Plank Road.
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Charleston. “The transformation is incredible when you consider what we started with, but that’s part 
of what makes what we do so interesting.”  

Medical Office Building, Roseville, MI
This building, located at 12 Mile and Gratiot, 
was first constructed in 1952 and originally 
was a church. It remained a church until 1985, 
at which time the building was expanded 
and turned into a used car sales and service 
building for an expanding car dealership.  
Recently, FH Martin completed construction 
of a new retail center on the larger portion 
of the property formerly containing the 
car dealership, but this “out building” was 
not included in that plan. The building had 
been vacant since 2004, and in early 2008, FH Martin was hired 
by MJM Group to convert it into a medical office building. The 
project included demolition of portions of the existing building and 
construction of a building addition, as well as complete renovation 
of the existing building interior and exterior facade. The entire site 
also has been renovated, with new utilities, asphalt paving, site 
lighting and entrance drives.

The 7,000 SF building is being leased to Mount Clemens Regional 
Medical Center, and under a separate contract with that organization, FH Martin has recently 
completed the full interior build-out of the new medical office space.  

“This project is in a well-established community with many older buildings and not much open space 
for new construction,” said FH Martin President Andy Martin.  “This building had already outgrown 
two previous uses, but the shell was basically still sound.  Our client identified the fact that there was a 
current need in the area for medical space, and we are proud to have helped bring about such a major 
transformation.  Now, in place of an unappealing and empty structure, there is an attractive and useful 
building in the neighborhood.” 

Oakwood Rotunda Center, Dearborn, MI
FH Martin is the General Contractor for the conversion of this former daycare center - previously 
owned by Ford Motor Company - into a medical office building. Upon completion of the project, 
the 8-year-old, 60,000 SF building, now owned by Oakwood Healthcare System, will be occupied 
by Oakwood’s Center for Exceptional Families, which provides treatment, therapy and support 
services for developmentally disabled children and their families; the University of Michigan Child 
Development Center; and an Oakwood nurse training facility.

The project scope includes renovation of 10,500 SF of the interior, and new finishes in other portions 
of the building. The renovation includes the addition of several ADA compliant restrooms, an upgraded 
fire alarm system and a new building entrance and circular drive. Construction started in April, and is 
scheduled to be complete in October 2008 

“This was a relatively new building,” said FH Martin Senior Project Manager Mark Gibbons, “but it 
was no longer being used for the purpose for which it was originally built.  It’s great to see it put back 
into useful service instead of just sitting there vacant.”

For more information about FH Martin’s experience with building renovations, please contact Andy 
Martin at 586.558.2100, or visit www.fhmartin.com.

FH Martin Returns to Hospitality Market

This past spring, Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union celebrated the Grand 
Opening of their new Plymouth location with a party in the new facility. FH Martin 
was the Design-Builder for the 4,500 SF facility, which is the third branch location 
for the 50-plus-year-old financial institution (the others are located in Livonia and 
Redford Township). Construction was completed in March.

Congratulations to all Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union employees and 
members from FH Martin and our design partners at Nudell Architects. Thank 
you for choosing us to help you achieve this exciting milestone!

FH Martin is serving as the Construction Manager and Constructor for a new Courtyard by Marriott in Lafayette, Indiana. Over 
the past 20 plus years, we have constructed a large number of nationally-branded, mid-sized hotels, but this has slowed recently 
due to the relatively dormant market for new buildings in the past several years. With the new Courtyard by Marriott, FH Martin 
has made an enthusiastic return to the hospitality market.

We broke ground on the Lafayette hotel in January. The 90-room hotel will be managed by The Bricton Group of Park Ridge, 
Illinois.  “We have worked with The Bricton Group before, on a new Microtel Inn, in Ann Arbor, Michigan,” said FH Martin 
President Andy Martin. “We are pleased that the same team is back together for this project, including Architects Design Group 
as the project architect.”  

The building is approximately 52,000 SF and three-stories, and will offer a full kitchen, 
and an indoor pool and spa.  It is the first building being constructed of the most 
recent prototype of the Courtyard brand of The Marriott Corporation.  The building 
will feature upgraded finishes and amenities all carefully researched and designed to 
make the guest’s stay more comfortable and pleasant. 

Another unique feature of the hotel, according to FH Martin Project Manager Brad 
Kecskemeti, is its four-pipe heating and cooling system, which is in lieu of the 
traditional “through wall” system found in many hotels of this type. “This is an upgrade 
that will make the hotel rooms more comfortable and less noisy for guests,” said 
Kecskemeti. “The Owners are committed to providing a top 
quality building that will stand above in a very competitive 
marketplace.”

The Lafayette Courtyard by Marriott is scheduled to open for 
business in late 2008. Stay tuned for more details in the next 
issue of the Cornerstone newsletter, or feel free to contact us 
for more information.

On June 17, FH Martin was 
recognized by the Associated 
General Contractors of 
America with a National AGC 
Safety Award (NASA) for 2007. 
We received a Certificate of 
Commendation for our Zero 
Incidence Rate in the 50,000 
Works Hours and Over 
Category. FH Martin President 
Andy Martin and General 
Superintendent/Safety Director 
Bob Macey accepted the award 
at an AGC awards luncheon 
at Crystal Gardens in Howell, 
Michigan.

Congratulations and thank you 
to everyone at FH Martin who 
contributed to this award and 
who works so hard every day to 
ensure that safety is our number 
one priority at all of our job sites!

With the current emphasis throughout the industry on being “green,” one of the best reasons for 
re-using an existing building is just that.  Putting a building that is already built back into service 
preserves resources, minimizes waste, and prevents the many issues caused by “urban sprawl.” 

A successful re-use project requires extra commitment, creativity, and cooperation from the entire 
project team.  We have been pleased to be part of these successful teams on many past and 
current projects, and look forward to many more in the future.  Let us know how we can help you!

Andy Martin
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Charleston. “The transformation is incredible when you consider what we started with, but that’s part 
of what makes what we do so interesting.”  

Medical Office Building, Roseville, MI
This building, located at 12 Mile and Gratiot, 
was first constructed in 1952 and originally 
was a church. It remained a church until 1985, 
at which time the building was expanded 
and turned into a used car sales and service 
building for an expanding car dealership.  
Recently, FH Martin completed construction 
of a new retail center on the larger portion 
of the property formerly containing the 
car dealership, but this “out building” was 
not included in that plan. The building had 
been vacant since 2004, and in early 2008, FH Martin was hired 
by MJM Group to convert it into a medical office building. The 
project included demolition of portions of the existing building and 
construction of a building addition, as well as complete renovation 
of the existing building interior and exterior facade. The entire site 
also has been renovated, with new utilities, asphalt paving, site 
lighting and entrance drives.

The 7,000 SF building is being leased to Mount Clemens Regional 
Medical Center, and under a separate contract with that organization, FH Martin has recently 
completed the full interior build-out of the new medical office space.  

“This project is in a well-established community with many older buildings and not much open space 
for new construction,” said FH Martin President Andy Martin.  “This building had already outgrown 
two previous uses, but the shell was basically still sound.  Our client identified the fact that there was a 
current need in the area for medical space, and we are proud to have helped bring about such a major 
transformation.  Now, in place of an unappealing and empty structure, there is an attractive and useful 
building in the neighborhood.” 

Oakwood Rotunda Center, Dearborn, MI
FH Martin is the General Contractor for the conversion of this former daycare center - previously 
owned by Ford Motor Company - into a medical office building. Upon completion of the project, 
the 8-year-old, 60,000 SF building, now owned by Oakwood Healthcare System, will be occupied 
by Oakwood’s Center for Exceptional Families, which provides treatment, therapy and support 
services for developmentally disabled children and their families; the University of Michigan Child 
Development Center; and an Oakwood nurse training facility.

The project scope includes renovation of 10,500 SF of the interior, and new finishes in other portions 
of the building. The renovation includes the addition of several ADA compliant restrooms, an upgraded 
fire alarm system and a new building entrance and circular drive. Construction started in April, and is 
scheduled to be complete in October 2008 

“This was a relatively new building,” said FH Martin Senior Project Manager Mark Gibbons, “but it 
was no longer being used for the purpose for which it was originally built.  It’s great to see it put back 
into useful service instead of just sitting there vacant.”

For more information about FH Martin’s experience with building renovations, please contact Andy 
Martin at 586.558.2100, or visit www.fhmartin.com.

FH Martin Returns to Hospitality Market

This past spring, Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union celebrated the Grand 
Opening of their new Plymouth location with a party in the new facility. FH Martin 
was the Design-Builder for the 4,500 SF facility, which is the third branch location 
for the 50-plus-year-old financial institution (the others are located in Livonia and 
Redford Township). Construction was completed in March.

Congratulations to all Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union employees and 
members from FH Martin and our design partners at Nudell Architects. Thank 
you for choosing us to help you achieve this exciting milestone!

FH Martin is serving as the Construction Manager and Constructor for a new Courtyard by Marriott in Lafayette, Indiana. Over 
the past 20 plus years, we have constructed a large number of nationally-branded, mid-sized hotels, but this has slowed recently 
due to the relatively dormant market for new buildings in the past several years. With the new Courtyard by Marriott, FH Martin 
has made an enthusiastic return to the hospitality market.

We broke ground on the Lafayette hotel in January. The 90-room hotel will be managed by The Bricton Group of Park Ridge, 
Illinois.  “We have worked with The Bricton Group before, on a new Microtel Inn, in Ann Arbor, Michigan,” said FH Martin 
President Andy Martin. “We are pleased that the same team is back together for this project, including Architects Design Group 
as the project architect.”  

The building is approximately 52,000 SF and three-stories, and will offer a full kitchen, 
and an indoor pool and spa.  It is the first building being constructed of the most 
recent prototype of the Courtyard brand of The Marriott Corporation.  The building 
will feature upgraded finishes and amenities all carefully researched and designed to 
make the guest’s stay more comfortable and pleasant. 

Another unique feature of the hotel, according to FH Martin Project Manager Brad 
Kecskemeti, is its four-pipe heating and cooling system, which is in lieu of the 
traditional “through wall” system found in many hotels of this type. “This is an upgrade 
that will make the hotel rooms more comfortable and less noisy for guests,” said 
Kecskemeti. “The Owners are committed to providing a top 
quality building that will stand above in a very competitive 
marketplace.”

The Lafayette Courtyard by Marriott is scheduled to open for 
business in late 2008. Stay tuned for more details in the next 
issue of the Cornerstone newsletter, or feel free to contact us 
for more information.

On June 17, FH Martin was 
recognized by the Associated 
General Contractors of 
America with a National AGC 
Safety Award (NASA) for 2007. 
We received a Certificate of 
Commendation for our Zero 
Incidence Rate in the 50,000 
Works Hours and Over 
Category. FH Martin President 
Andy Martin and General 
Superintendent/Safety Director 
Bob Macey accepted the award 
at an AGC awards luncheon 
at Crystal Gardens in Howell, 
Michigan.

Congratulations and thank you 
to everyone at FH Martin who 
contributed to this award and 
who works so hard every day to 
ensure that safety is our number 
one priority at all of our job sites!

With the current emphasis throughout the industry on being “green,” one of the best reasons for 
re-using an existing building is just that.  Putting a building that is already built back into service 
preserves resources, minimizes waste, and prevents the many issues caused by “urban sprawl.” 

A successful re-use project requires extra commitment, creativity, and cooperation from the entire 
project team.  We have been pleased to be part of these successful teams on many past and 
current projects, and look forward to many more in the future.  Let us know how we can help you!

Andy Martin
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With everyone involved in the design and construction of buildings 
thinking more about the environment these days, one of the most 
obvious and best ways to be “green” is sometimes overlooked.  
Reusing or “re-purposing” an obsolete existing structure not only 
helps the environment, but also helps to revitalize older 
neighborhoods and business areas.  FH Martin has a long 
history of renovating or reconstructing existing buildings for 
new purposes, including these three recent examples:

Plum Market, Ann Arbor, MI
FH Martin completed construction of the second Plum 
Market - located in Ann Arbor - in early 2008 (the first 
is located in Bloomfield Township, and also was built by 
FH Martin). Plum Market is a specialty grocery store 
committed to sourcing the highest quality organic, local, 
natural and specialty products available. The Ann Arbor 
store is located in the existing Maple Village Shopping 
Center, an older center on the west side of Ann Arbor.  The 
entire center is undergoing a re-birth under the ownership 
of Centro Properties Group, and the new Plum Market has been a key part of that revival.  

The space in which the Plum Market was constructed had housed a multi-screen movie theater 
along with several retail shops and restaurants in front of the theatre building.  The building had been 
constructed, renovated and added on to many different times over a long time span.  Consequently, 

there were inconsistent structural components, different roof heights, 
different floor levels, and several load bearing masonry walls - none 
of which was very conducive to the construction of a new contiguous 
retail space.

However, through creative design and engineering, careful planning, 
and solid execution, the end result is a very interesting 35,000 SF 
store with an open market feel.  The project architect, Victor Saroki 
& Associates Architects, created a design that used the quirks of 
the structure to its advantage.  For example, where a substantial load 
bearing and partially exterior masonry wall was removed, new trans-
lucent panels were installed to allow natural light to come in from the 
space between the low and high roof lines.  

The design also leaves many “construction materials” exposed, pro-
viding added interest to the space.  The entire sales floor is exposed 
aggregate polished concrete, and building support systems such as 

HVAC include exposed galvanized spiral ductwork. There is a completely 
exposed structure throughout the sales floor, and many “raw” construction 
materials such as steel, block, brick and metal studs are left in view of the 
customer. The store also features a wine cellar constructed of steel and 
glass, an old-style circular pizza oven constructed of tile, and a café with a 
seating area for casual dine-in options. 

“There were significant challenges involved with reconstructing an old 
building like this, as compared to building a new structure,” said FH Martin Project Superintendent Bob 

The real estate 
and construction 
industry is facing 
some difficult and 
unique challenges 
in the current 
economy. On the 
one hand, several 
factors have caused the cost 
of many building materials to 
increase dramatically. On the 
other hand, the credit crunch 
and generally slowing domestic 
economy have caused a decline 
in market value of many types of 
real estate, including commercial 
buildings. In other words, it may 
cost more to build a new building 
than it did last year, but when 
completed, the building may be 
valued less than it would have a 
year or two ago.

Don’t get me wrong - there are 
still plenty of valid reasons for 
building new buildings in today’s 
market! But in some cases, 
our clients are finding that the 
solution to the dilemma posed 
above is to “re-use” or “re-
purpose” an existing building. 
The decline in the real estate 
market can lead to bargains for 
buyers of existing buildings.  And 
since the “shell” of an existing 
building is already constructed, 
we can often save substantially 
on some of the big ticket items 
that go into a new building, 
including some of the items that 
have increased so much in price.  

When the project requires major 
changes to the building, re-use 
may not initially seem to be 
cost effective. However, a more 
thorough study of the complete 
project may reveal less obvious 
savings. For one, reusing the 
existing utility infrastructure may 
result in significant savings.  As 
another example, an existing 
structure may not be subject 
to the same engineering 
requirements as a new building 
(such as underground storm 
water detention).
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Pictured above: Before and after photos of 
the entrance to the Ann Arbor Plum Market.

FH Martin is Excited About the 
Following New Projects 
Roseville Office Centre - Roseville, MI: Construction Manager for the renovation of a former car dealership 
building into a medical office building. Also, interior build-out of the space, which will be used as medical offices 
by Mount Clemens Regional Medical Center.

Oakwood Rotunda Center - Dearborn, MI: Renovation of a former daycare center into a training, physical 
therapy and rehabilitation center for Oakwood Healthcare System.

Menards - Ontario, Massillon & Sandusky, OH: New construction of three 160,000 SF home improvement 
stores, each with a 25,000 SF warehouse in the back. The Ontario, Massillon and Sandusky stores mark the 
4th, 5th and 6th stores that FH Martin has built for Menards.

Brooklyn Presbyterian Church - Brooklyn, MI: Construction Manager for a two-story, 8,000 SF addition, with 
basement, to this existing church. Also, renovation of approximately 2,500 SF of the existing building.

Lakewood Office Plaza - Mount Clemens Regional Medical Center - Sterling Heights, MI: Interior build-out 
of a 3,500 SF medical office building.

Chase Bank - White Lake Township, Hartland Township & Macomb Township, MI: New construction of three new 4,000 SF banking 
centers for JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

Kroger - Macomb Township and Grosse Pointe Woods, MI: New construction of a 70,000 SF Kroger store at 26 Mile Road and Romeo 
Plank Road, and conversion of an existing Kroger store in Grosse Pointe Woods to a Kroger Fresh Fare. These projects mark the 
35th and 36th Kroger stores that FH Martin has built or renovated.

Macomb Park Retail - Macomb Township, MI: General Contractor for the construction of a 40,000 SF multi-tenant retail center, 
adjacent to the Kroger store at 26 Mile Road and Romeo Plank Road.
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